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nearly to thesurface of the soil, and their limits, un.
der this latter circumstance are marked by a line dis--
tinctly undulating; whilst elsewhere the line of sep-
aration from the superincumbent soil is horizental,
and in some localities slighitly inclined. In some
places, the fossils in the marl bed, are its principal
constituent; that is to say, consisting of numerous
genera and species of shells, they are bound together
by.a cement of their own nature, Wwhich offers an ad-
mixture of foreign ingredients, cither argillaceous or

siliceous, not exceeding a ratio- of fifteen or twenty

per cent. Such beds are characterized by the great
predominance of that species of shells known in
popular language as clain shells. Uther beds con-
sist principally of scallop shells. Some contain
both scallop and oyster shells; othcrs oyster shells
alone. Somne beds are principally composed of these
shells thickly imbedded in clay; while in others, the
shells, and more especially t:e scallop shells, are firm-
ly agglutinated by an argillaccous and ferruginous
cement. A portion of thesc beds of shell marl of-
fers an inexhaustible supply of the best material that
can be used for improving the soil, in an extensive
circle around the spots o winch they are deposited.
Notwithstanding the great diversity of soils, (ac-
corditig to localitics.) which is observable on .the
Bastern Shore of Mariland, it would be easy to
shew, that, excluding the vegetable and animal mat-
ter, contained 1 tiren, they may all be arranged an-
der two classes; naeiy, tiuse contalning a predoms
inance cf siiicious gicdtenis, aud such-as countain
a predominaiice ol argiisccous igredients; in other
words, sandy soils, and clayey soils,  Itis presumed
that the great characternstic oi' the soil, 1 this por-
tion ol the territory ol fraryland, is an abseuce, or
deficiency ol calcarcous wigredieists, |




